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Inside  

Appalachian Mountain Preservation 
Act 

Summary February business meeting 

Lobby Day announcement 

Jordan Lake Rules (Part 1) 

Dorothy Kendall Kearns 

Womenõs Leadership in North Carolina 

Lunch with the League 
Tuesday, March 17, 2009  

at 12:00 P.M. 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church  

Haywood Duke Room  
607 N. Greene Street, Greensboro 

The program is free. Reservations for lunch ($8): tkwhitacre@triad.rr.com 
 or call Trudy at 643-2131. 

 If you are paying by check, please write your check, in advance, to LWVPT. 
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League member and retired elected official Dorothy (Dot) 
Kendall Kearns will be the Lunch with the League speaker for 
March. 

 For nearly 4 decades, Dot has served the people of Guil-
ford County as an elected official.  She was the first woman to be 
elected to the High Point Board of Education, 1972 ð 82, and in 
1982, she was the first woman elected to the Guilford County Board 
of Commissioners where she served for two terms.  In 1985 she was 
elected as the first woman to chair the Guilford Board of Commis-
sioners and served for three years.  She was elected as one of the two 
first at-large members of the merged school system Board of Educa-
tion and served with distinction until her retirement in 2008. 

Dotõs service to the community is extensive.  She has 
served on the Bennett College Board of Trustees, Piedmont Triad 
Partnership Foundation Board of Directors, Guilford County Smart 
Start Partnership Board of Directors, National Association of Coun-
ties as Health and Education Steering Committee Chairperson, 
founding member of the Piedmont Triad Partnership, NC School 
Boards Association Board of Directors, Guilford County Board of 
Health and others including education, libraries, and Girl Scouts. 

Dotõs honors and recognitions are reflective of her valuable service.  She was the recipient of the 
Annual Brotherhood-Sisterhood Citation Award from the National Conference for Community and Justice 
in the Piedmont, November 6, 2008.  In recognition of Dotõs òtireless pursuit of justiceó the Guilford 
County Board of Commissioners proclaimed November 6 as the Dorothy Kendall Kearns Day in Guilford 
County.  Also in 2008, Dot was honored with the Order of the Long Leaf Pine (NCõs highest civilian award), 
the Jack and Marsha Slane Child Advocate  Award by the High Point United Way, and the UNCG School of 
Education Distinguished Alumna award. 

Dot, a former social worker and teacher, received a B.A. in Sociology as well as an M.Ed. in Guid-
ance and Counseling from UNC-G.  Married to Lyles H. Kearns, Dot is the mother of three children and 
has seven grandchildren. 
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LWVPT Board of Directors  

President (2008-10):   

Whitney Vanderwerff  

First Vice-President (2008-10):  

Rebecca Klase (Voter Services) 

Second Vice-President (2008-9): Willie Taylor 
(Lunch with the League) 

Secretary (2007-9): Jennifer Schaal 

Treasurer (2008-10): Emily Herman 

Immediate Past-President: Diane Davis 

Board members:  Gay Cheney (Natural Re-
sources), Diane Davis (Membership), Robin 
Lane (Health Care), Barbara Walker 
(Immigration),  Ellen Olson (Observer Corps),  
Kristine Kaiser (Forsyth Membership and Liai-
son ), Sara White, April Najjaj, Mary Eubanks 

 

Nominating Committee for 2009:  

Jane Aycock, chair, Sue Jezorek, B.J. Weatherby 

ñññññññññññ 

Off board: 

Publications: Marlene Pratto 

Send comments or recommendations about 
Voter Impact to mrpratto@acm.org. 

 

Email 

If you would like to receive news and an-
nouncements via email, please send a mes-
sage to lwvpiedmonttriad@triad.rr.com.  

We have many member email addresses and 
we hope that you like the luncheon reminders 
that are sent currently. 

Law Day 2009 Theme 
A Legacy of Liberty, Celebrating Lincolnõs Bicentennial 
 
If you are interested in serving on the Law Day committee for spring 
2009, please contact Marlene Pratto, mrpratto@acm.org, or 275-4422.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

You can be part of the Observer Corps. Attend a meeting or politi-
cal event. Write it up. For more information contact Ellen Olson, 
299-7272. or send an email to Olsonboles@hotmail.com.  It is pos-
sible for anyone to monitor the Guilford County  Board of Com-
missioners and the  Greensboro  City Council  on Cable Channel 
13 (the government channel) and the Board of Education on Cable 

Channel 2. 

The New Member Handbook is available in PDF  format on our 
website. 

VOTER IMPACT NEWS 

Voter Impact has a new format this month. In-
stead of two columns on most pages, there is one 
column on all but pages 1 and 2. This change will 
enable easier reading of Voter Impact in Adobe 
Acrobat (PDF) form for web readers. 

Remember to check the web page once a week or 
more for new information and for archived copies 
of Voter Impact. The web page address runs at 
the bottom of VI pages.  

JOIN the International Relations STUDY GROUP    

The International Relations Committee meets the second Tuesday of 
each month. Marilyn White and Jean Gordon are leading this group. 
The meetings will be at 2 pm. Please call Marilyn White at 315-7689 
for directions.  

 Check Three for NC  

Say òYesó to the Public Campaign Fund on your NC Income-
Tax Form.  Ask your accountant or tax-preparer, òWhereõs the 
question about the Public Campaign Fund?ó Your tax bill or 
refund does not change. Please tell others. When you check yes, 
$3.00 will go to a special fund for voter education materials and 
for candidates who accept strict pending limits.  The money 
supports public financing for statewide judicial races (Court of 
Appeals and Supreme Court) and a statewide Voter Guide for 
those judicial races (which is compiled by the Board Of Elec-
tions).  

Consensus on Health Care for the Piedmont Triad 

April 6, 2009 

At the Hampshire, 1101 N. Elm St. 

The LWVPT has been studying health care since the 
preparation for Civics 104 began. The four sessions pro-
vided excellent background. Voter Impact has had many 

articles and our web page links to other information.  

Please come and share your opinions and knowledge as 
we arrive at a position for our League on this timely  

issue. 

mailto:lwvpiedmonttriad@triad.rr.com


 

http://lwvpt.org 336-274-0202 LWVPT March 2009 

Page 3 VOTER IMPACT Page 3 VOTER IMPACT 

 .  
 

 

 

  
      

Hooray for Gay! 

 

Kudos to Gay Cheney for her statement at the Guilford 
Delegationõs Public Hearing in Greensboro on February 
26. Gay explained that she was speaking for the board of 
the League of Women Voters of the Piedmont Triad, in 
favor of Representative Pricey Harrisonõs bill addressing 
mountaintop removal. The bill is number 340 and the 
official name is the Appalachian Mountain Preservation 
Act. 

 

This bill would òpreserve the Appalachian mountains by 
prohibiting electric public utilities that operate coal-fired 
generating units located in North Carolina from purchas-
ing or using coal that is extracted using mountaintop re-
moval coal mining.ó 

 

Gently but persuasively, Gay used the wording of the 
land use policy to urge enactment of the measure.  

 
The film Black Diamonds,  shown February 26 in Greens-
boro,  discusses the alarming increase in large mountaintop 
coal mines in the Appalachia area.  The recent TVA spill is an example of what might happen at any one of these mines.  
North Carolina is the 2nd largest user of mountain top removal (MTR) coal.  The Appalachian Mountain Preservation Act 
will eliminate this.  There are already 27 sponsors of the bill in this state. Other states have introduced similar bills. George 
introduced a bill two weeks ago. Last week a bill was introduced in Maryland,  and soon there will be bills in  South Carolina,  
Florida and New York.  North Carolina does not mine coal. This bill pertains to the use of the coal mined by this method by 
the utilities in the state. 
  
Contact your representative in the NC House and send a copy of your letter or email to Governor Beverly Perdue. 
Office of the Governor,  20301 Mail Service Center,  Raleigh,  NC  27699 - 0301 
Phone:  919 733 - 4240. 

 

News Flash:  May 19 Annual Meeting! 

òLWV, Armenia and Me!ó 

 

At our Annual Meeting May 19, Ellen Olson will provide a brief 
presentation about her recent work in Armenia. Ellen served as a 
Trainer for a training session òfor non-profit Armenian organiza-
tions to learn how to present their cases to the public.ó The 
LWVUS initiative was also sponsored by the Armenian Assembly 
of America and the NGO Center for Civil Society Development 
Organization (a coalition-building education program for NGOs 
in Southern Armenia). 

 

In Armenia, Ellen was accompanied by the renowned  photogra-
pher David Olson whose work will also be featured in this lively 
presentation.  Another compelling reason not to miss the Annual 
Meeting! 

The result of Mountain Top Removal in West Virginia. Photo courtesy of 
Vivian Stockman (ohvec.org). ( Flyover courtesy of 

 southwings.org). To see more photos see links on our web page. 


