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e Dot Kearns
e Call to Action

Lunch with the League
Speaker: Myla Erwin

Homelessness in Guilford County
Tuesday, April 21, 2009
at 12:00P.M.
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
Haywood Duke Room
607 N. Greene Street, Greensboro
The program is free. Reservations for lunch ($8): tkwhitacre @triad.rr.com

or call Trudy at 643131.
If you are paying by check, please write your check, in advance, to LWVPT.

Myla Erwin is the HOPE Team Coordinator féartners
Ending Homelessneshe initiative responsible for activel
i mpl ementing, evaluating
Ten Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessn&w provides
training and support for volunteers from local faith group
who desire to provide practical, emotional and spiritual s
port to individuals who have experienced chronic homel
ness and have been recently placed into permanent hot

Myla has worked in noprofits most of her life, addressing such relevant issues as education

and job training for the undemployed, as well as faitased initiatives related to cancer pre-
vention in minority women, teen pregnancy and services for women coming out of incarcera-
tion and substance abuse.

While serving on the board of a maternity home in Virginia for women facing homelessness
during their pregnancies, she served as a birth coach for two of the residents and mentored sev-
eral others. She is currently serving her second term on the Executive Board of Triad Baby
Love Plus.

Myla, with a background in Human Services, is pursuing a degree in Christian Counsel-
ing. Married for 25 years to Robert Erwin, she is the mother of four children, one of whom is
following her career path of working in nqmofits.

Recommended reading: The Soloist by Steve Lopez and Same Kind of Different As Me by
Ron Hall, Denver Moore, and Lynn Vincent. Both books are about homeless people.
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Email ANNOUNCEMENTS ARDRRINITIES

If you would like to receive news and an-

nouncements via email, please send a mes- JOIN the International Relations STUDY GROUP

sage tolwvpiedmontiriad@triad.rr.com The International Relations Committee meets the second Tuesday of
We have many member email addresses and each month. Marilyn White and Jean Gordon are leading this group.
we hope that you like the luncheon reminders The meetings will be at 2 pm. Please call Marilyn White7&8%15

that are sent currently. for directions.

VOTER IMPACT NEWS Check Three for NC

In preparation for more people reading Voter &Y ©0Yeso6 to the Public Campaig

Impact on line, there are as many one column Tax Form. Ask your accountantortapr epar er , 0 Whe

pages as possible this month. If you would likedo! € St i on about the Public Campa
comment on format, please send email to refund does not change. Please tell others. When you check yes,

mrpratto@acm.org. Remember to check the w .00 will go to a special fund for voter education materials and
page once a week or more for new information 107 candldates_ W_ho accept strict spgndlng _Ilr_nlts. The money
and for archived copies of Voter Impact. The welPports public financing for statewide judicial races (Court of
page address runs at the bottom of VI pages. Appea_ls gn_d Supreme (_30u_rt) and a statewide Voter Guide for
those judicial races (which is compiled by the Board Of Elec-

tions).

LWVPT Board of Directors . Congratulations -
President (20080): - Congratulations to Pat Chamings, League memberingaan °
Whitnev Vanderwerff o dean <_)f the_ School of _N_ursing at NC A&T State U_niversity. o
) _y ] o Chamings is 2008 recipient of the Great 100 nursing award of o
First VicePresident (20680): ° excellence. According to the Great 100 organization, i
Rebecca Klase (Voter Services) o "Chamings successfully blends teaching and hand-on roles o
. . T o within her career. She challenges her nursing colleagues to o

Second V'C@reS'dem (20e8): Willie Taylor © become critical thinkers and promotes the delivery of high- o
(Lunch with the League) ° quality care.” o
Secretary (20@j): Jennifer Schaal

Treasurer (200B0): Emily Herman

Immediate Paftresident: Diane Davis Watch for the annual meeting workbook. It will

Board members: Gay Cheney (Natural Re- ) ) ) . e .
sources), Diane Davis (Membership), Robin|  arrive by first class mail. Bring it with you to

Lane (Health Care), Barbara Walker

(Immigration), Ellen Olson (Observer Corps), the annual meeting on May 19.

Kristine Kaiser (Forsyth Membership and Liai-
son ), Sara Whitapril Najjaj, Mary Eubanks

Nominating Committee for 2009:
Jane Aycock, chair, Sue Jezorek, B.J. Weath LYRH can be part of the Observer Corps. Attend a meeting qr politi-
' ' e "cal event. Write it up. For more information contact Ellen [Olson,

nnhnnnnnnnn 2997272. or send an email to Olsonboles@hotmail.com. lt|is pos-

Off board: sible for anyone to monitor the Guilford County Board off Com-

Publications: Marlene Pratto missioners and the Greensboro City Council on Cable Ghannel
13 (the government channel) and the Board of Education op Cable

Send comments or recommendations about

Voter Impact to mrpratto@acm.org. Channel 2.

The New Member Handbook is available in PDF format on our
website.

http://lwvpt.org 3362740202 LWVPT April, 2009
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Health care
Prepared for presentation at the Regional Health Care Forum in Greensboro

March 31, 2009

On behalf of the League of Women Voters of the Piedmont Triad, | want to thank you for this opportunity to participate
in the Greensboro Regional forum.

We know you will hear a variety of opinions today about how to reform health care. We want to add our voice by de-
scribing a program created last year by our local league in partnership with the Moses Cone~Wesley Long Community
Health Foundation.

Our program, entitled Civics 104: Your Health, Your Money, Your Vote, was a four part educational series designed tc
give participants a basic understanding of health care issues and a working knowledge of our complex system. The s
ries covered a range of topics: access, mental health, finance and spending. Our final session was an interactive disc
sion between members of the audience and community leaders on social factors, personal responsibility and the roles
they play in determining individual health.

A message from the Civics 104 resonates especially clearly today. Dr. Jonathan Oberlander, the first speaker in the s
ries, told us of the more than 100 year history of failed attempts at health care reform. He reminded us that reform is

never certain, and that strong resolve is required to bring about meaningful change. We believe that mobilization of th
political will needed to get the job done must be a high priority for this new administration and for its health care team.

Civics 104 demonstrated the value of reliable and responsible information to the health care debate. Consistent with t
Leaguebs dedication to the citizends right to know,
sential, we urge you now to create an early, simple and consistent message, one that we, along with other grassroots
organizations, can take to a wider community audience

The President of the National League of Women Voters recently wrote:
The current health care system is endangering both our economy and our health, and voters have made it clea
that they want change.
Health care reform legislation must guarantee quality, affordable health care to all U.S. reSiderteague of
Women Voters believes that it is universal coverage that will determine the humanity of our $sterover-
age is not enougWe need to provide for quality and safety in the health care system.

Our local league sees these ideas as part of an emerging consensus on what reform must accomplish. We believe th
time has come to combine national shared objectives into a well articulated plan of action. We do not want the variety
opinions currently in play to become a divisive voice that special interest groups will use in order to defeat reform.
Thank you for the opportunity to share our thoughts with you today. Please feel free to contact us if you want more sp
cifics about our Civics 104 series or the plans we have for future community educational programs. We stand ready tc
help in any way we can.

Ellen Olson (336.299.7272) Robin Lane (336.312.8802)

League of Women Voters of North Carolina State Convention
June 57, Clarion Hotel, 415 S. Swing Road Greensboro a#@h®wing Road intersection.

Representative Alma Adams will deliver the keynote address Saturday evéning, the 6
Mark your calendars, plan to attend, and be ready to help as the LWVPT hosts the event.
Registration: 1:(5:00 PM Friday theh5

Throughout the convention: Concurrent workshops and panels on legislative issues, with an emphasis o health c:
and immigration. The convention features unique exercise breaks and opportunities for socializing. Roundtables fo
local Leagues occur on Sunday morning. See registration form on page 7.

http://lwvpt.org 3362740202 LWVPT April 2009
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Natural Resources NEWS and ACTION

The Environmental Stewardship Committee of Guilford County is composed of representatives of various houses of
worship which has organized many activites. A fall conference several years ago concentrated on the on various aspe
of environmental stewardship. Another event for educators focused on the need to bring conservation of natural re-
sources into the classroom. The Committee hasftiad raising concerts by singers and poets whose work focuses on
the EarthThis Committee is part of a larger organization called NC Power and Light which deals with issues state-
wide. Their representativRichard Fireman is working on public policy in relation to energy compacoes: lumber,

nuclear power.The local committee is interested in having many more representatives from houses of worship join
them,and if you, or your congregatiomre interestedplease call Amelia Deatoriloly Trinity Episcopal Church for
information.

On February 17 in DenvelRresident Obama signed the Economic Recovery Billyhich $500,000,000 will go for
green job training,making a real change in all of our communitiest only in the upgrading of infrastructurbut in
the employment of many green workers to get this work ddihe. money will also fund a forum d@dreenforallthat
will appreciate your suggestions and recommendations about the bill and the green jobs that will resulCiover-t.
nor Beverly Perdue is currently putting North Carolinians to vamikg maintenancen the roads and bridgesthe
state.

Several weeks agmn NPR, there was an interview witkichael Pollanauthor ofOmnivore's DilemmaPollan encour-
aged the President and his family to grow a Victory Garden on 5 actheipfawn space to serve as an example for the
country. Growing our own food may soon be a requirement rather than a possibility with the rising costs of produce ar

shipping.

In tune with this dilemmalUNCG sponsored a conference on February 'Zg,owing in Community." Michael
Schut, Environmental Program ManagegBeattle, Economic and Environmental Affairs Officer for the Episcopal
Church USAwas the keynote speakeiGardening to Nourish Self and NeighboiCharlie Headingtonwell known in
Greensboro,gave the necessary practical information "Making Your Sustainable Garden @rStep by Step Over-
view."

We are Growing in Green and it is something to celebrate.
Gay Cheney Chairperson,Natural Resources Committee

North Carolina Call to Action
Let's Stop the Cliffside Coal Plant
Charlotte, April 20
Sign up for this protest at www.stopcliffside.org. Let Mary Klenz, LWVUS

director and member of the Charlotte/Mecklenburg League know that you
will attend (klenzm@bellsouth.net ). More information will be sent to you.
Background: LWVNC board agreed to support the LWV position of a mora-
torium on new coal-fired electric power plants. The board agreed to have

the LWVNC represented in the sfopcliffside protest. Read more about the

League position at www.lwv.org.

( Photo from www.stopcliffside.org. )

http://lwvpt.org 3362740202 LWVPT April, 2009
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DOT KEARNS

Long time League member Dorothy (Dot) Kearns was

the March Lunch with the League speaker. Maurice

(Mo) Green, Superintendent of the Guilford County
Schools, was present to see Kearns receive an award
from the League of Women Voters. The framed certifi-
cate, designed by BJ Weath
all Kearns, Citizen Extraordinaire! For your unceasing
efforts on behalf of children, families, schools, and
communities everywhere, most especially those mar-
ginalized and underserved; and for the integrity, pa-
tience, and wisdom that imbue your servant leadership;
the League of Women Voters of the Piedmont Triad is
honored to extend heartfelt appreciation and affirma-
tion.0 League President Wh
the declaration.

Dot Kearns sent a note to the LWVPT expressing her
thanks for the March 17event, the proclamation of
appreciation, and the check for $100 which she re-
ceived from LWVPT to donate to a cause of her choice.

She writes, il have given the check to the High Poin
Community Foundation to be placed in the High Point
Principalsdé Fund. When there are emergency needs at

any of the public schools, the Principal can apply for
money from the fund if there are no other available

sources of helpé. An anonymous donor is providing
$10,000 each year for ten years with the hope that other

donors will contributeé. We are finding that the | eqgi
mate needs are great and that we must be quite careful

in safeguarding the fundsé. |l was very proud to add t
check from the League to the amount we have left for

the remainder of the school year. o

Maurice (Mo) Green observing President Vanderwerff awarding the

certificate of recognition to Dot Kearns at the Lunch with the League

meeting. He acknowledged Dot dés work on the Board of
Green then had to leave to resume his superintendent duties.
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